Surgical management of haemangioblastoma of the posterior fossa.
Fifty-one cases of posterior fossa haemangioblastoma have been seen in our department over a period of 23 years. Seven cases were associated with spinal cord lesions and one with a supratentorial lesion. There were 22 cases of Lindau's disease (43%). The onset was earlier and recurrences commoner than in isolated cases. In 10 cases the development of new tumours in different parts of the central nervous system (CNS) required re-operation, demonstrating the multicentric nature of this disease. The majority of the tumours occupying the fourth ventricle or medulla oblongata (8 cases) were macroscopically solid and had higher post-operative morbidity than the cystic tumours in the cerebellum. The recent development of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) provides accurate anatomical information of the lesions (especially those of the brain stem and spinal cord) even while asymptomatic. The brilliant enhancement of these tumours on MRI with Gadolinium-diethyline-triamine-pentaacetic acid (Gd-DTPA) has proved to be particularly useful.